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SENATE—Friday, March 4, 2005

The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. STEVENS).

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

0, God, King Eternal, whose light di-
vides the day from the night, You are
more glorious than the eternal moun-
tains. Thank You for choosing us to be
Your children and for answering pray-
er. Guide our feet in the way of peace.
Bless our Senators. Incline their hearts
to keep Your statutes. Teach them to
cheerfully do Your work.

Lord, defend this land from all of its
enemies and make America a guardian
of liberty. Drive far from us all wrong
desires and preserve us with Your
mighty power. Help us not to trust in
the abundance of our resources or the
power of our military. Instead, may we
place our complete confidence in the
power of Your Name. Let Your kind-
ness, Lord, shine brightly on us. We
pray in Your merciful Name. Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The PRESIDENT pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under
the previous order, the leadership time
is reserved.

———

RECOGNITION OF ACTING
MAJORITY LEADER

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
acting majority leader is recognized.

———

SCHEDULE

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, this
morning we will immediately resume
the bankruptcy legislation. As an-
nounced by the majority leader, there
will be no rollcall votes during today’s
session. I understand additional
amendments may be offered today.
However, we do not expect a lengthy
session.

As a reminder, under the order from
last night we will have two votes be-
ginning at 5:30 Monday evening. Those
votes are in relation to the minimum
wage amendments. Senators should be
prepared to be here promptly at 5:30. I

further announce it is our intention to
file cloture on the bankruptcy legisla-
tion in a moment. Although we are fil-
ing cloture at this time, we are still
working on the timing of that vote and
the scheduling of Senator SCHUMER’S
amendment. We will have more to say
on the schedule at the close of business
today.

I will send a cloture motion to the
desk on the underlying bill.

———

BANKRUPTCY ABUSE PREVENTION
AND CONSUMER PROTECTION
ACT OF 2005

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of S. 256, which the
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 256) to amend title 11 of the
United States Code, and for other purposes.

Pending:

Leahy amendment No. 26, to restrict ac-
cess to certain personal information in bank-
ruptcy documents.

Feinstein amendment No. 19, to enhance
disclosures under an open end credit plan.

Kennedy amendment No. 44, to amend the
Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 to provide
for an increase in the Federal minimum
wage.

Dorgan/Durbin amendment No. 45, to es-
tablish a special committee of the Senate to
investigate the awarding and carrying out of
contracts to conduct activities in Afghani-
stan and Iraq and to fight the war on ter-
rorism.

Pryor amendment No. 40, to amend the
Fair Credit Reporting Act to prohibit the use
of any information in any consumer report
by any credit card issuer that is unrelated to
the transactions and experience of the card
issuer with the consumer to increase the an-
nual percentage rate applicable to credit ex-
tended to the consumer.

Reid (for Baucus) amendment No. 50, to
amend section 524(g)(1) of title 11, United
States Code, to predicate the discharge of
debts in bankruptcy by a vermiculite mining
company meeting certain criteria on the es-
tablishment of a health care trust fund for
certain individuals suffering from an asbes-
tos-related disease.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. McCONNELL. I send a cloture
motion to the desk on the underlying
bill.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
clerk will report the cloture motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on Calendar
Number 14, S. 256, a bill to amend title 11 of
the United States Code, and for other pur-
poses.

Bill Frist, Arlen Specter, Chuck Grass-
ley, Judd Gregg, Thad Cochran, R.F.

Bennett, Wayne Allard, Lindsey Gra-
ham, Jeff Sessions, Trent Lott, Rick
Santorum, John Warner, John Thune,
Orrin Hatch, Lisa Murkowski, Mel
Martinez, Sam Brownback.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the live quorum under
rule XXII be waived.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. With-
out objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. McCONNELL. For the informa-
tion of our colleagues, this vote will
occur on Tuesday. As I just mentioned,
we are working on an agreement for
the precise timing of this vote, and we
will announce that later this morning.

I yield the floor.

Mr. McCONNELL. I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I am
pleased we have had a good week of de-
bate on the bankruptcy bill, which I
believe is a very important piece of leg-
islation. It is something this Congress
has a responsibility to deal with since
bankruptcy procedures are Federal
court procedures and bankruptcy
judges, although not article III judges,
are Federal judges.

The court system, over the last 20, 30
years, has grown incredibly. We have
gone from a few hundred thousand
bankruptcies a year, to 1.6 million per-
sonal bankruptcies in 2003. It has been
driven by a lot of things. Some say it is
economic problems, but our economy
compared to other times has not been
as bad. We have had some tough years,
but we have also had some good years.
We have seen bankruptcies exceeding
everything that could be based on the
economy. I suspect a good part of it is
because of the advertising of lawyers in
the newspapers.

People who have built up some debt
and are having a hard time dealing
with it, and creditors are calling, they
see an ad that says something like
this: Come on down. We can take care
of those debts and help you. So people
have been filing bankruptcies at a
record pace, caused somewhat by these
ads. Many of the people work their way
out of it; many of them cannot.

We absolutely believe and support
the classic American view that you
should be able to have a fresh start;
that if debts overpower a family or in-
dividual, they can go to bankruptcy
court and wipe out those debts and not

@ This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.
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